
The Great British Lockdown 2020 – My Story  

I am a “Key Worker” although I belong to a group of keyworkers who are rarely mentioned… the 

utility workers. My role is part of Anglian Water and I sell biosolids. Biosolids are the solid output of 

the sewage treatment process and is an important source of fertiliser for farmers. In usual life my 

role is seen mostly as an agricultural job however in times of national emergency, the “utility” side of 

my job becomes more important. We need to maintain a constant stream of customers because we 

must deliver biosolid cake every day, all year round, to allow the sewage treatment process to 

continue. I have continued to work throughout the lockdown period.  

For the first 3 weeks of the lockdown I was also working on our farm as we were very busy getting 

spring crops drilled, as were most of my customers. This meant I was doing much more travelling to 

get my normal job done and get back to the tractor for the afternoon, which was easily done with 

hardly any traffic on the road. At times the lack of traffic has been eery.  

I have also seen a big change in the social aspect of my life. Three months ago, we had a whole 

summer of events to look forward to like weddings, point-to-points, gundog events and especially 

the Spring Rally. We also had young farmers meetings, social evenings in the pub and popping to 

friends houses for dinner and drinks. Suddenly we have found them all cancelled and everything we 

know changed. I was very grateful to be able to continue with my work and be able to get out and 

about. I was lucky enough to be able to spend quite a few days out soil sampling in great locations 

away from anyone else but with great views of our county.  

I have also been grateful for social media and Zoom as these app’s have replaced my usual social life. 

We have used Zoom for young farmers meetings, quiz games with various groups of friends and as 

an excuse to have a catch up and a couple of drinks with friends on their lockdown birthdays. 

Snapchat and Facebook have also been a big feature particularly the “memories” that have been 

bringing up videos and pictures of AGMs and Rallies from previous years, I have never been more 

keen to hop on a bus to Blackpool! I have even discovered TikTok and have attempted a dance, they 

are much more difficult than people make it look or maybe I am much worse at dancing than I 

thought.  

Now lockdown restrictions are starting to relax, I am hoping we will be able to end the summer as 

we were planning to start it, with a few celebrations after harvest!  

 


